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OFDM COMMUNICATIONS METHODS AND
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S.
Provisional Application No. 60/230,937, filed Sep. 13, 2000,
and is a continuation-in-part of pending U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 09/805,887, filed Mar. 15, 2001, both of which
are titled “SIGNALING METHOD IN AN OFDM MULTIP-
ILE ACCESS WIRELESS SYSTEM,” and both of which are
hereby expressly incorporated by reference.

TECHINICAL FIELD

This invention relates to orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (OFDM) communication systems, and more
particularly to methods and apparatus for implementing
OFDM transmitters and receivers suitable for use in, e.g., a
multiple access communication network.

BACKGROUND

Orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) is a
relatively well known multiplexing technique for communi-
cation systems. OFDM communication systems can be used
to provide multiple access communication, where different
users are allocated different orthogonal tones within a fre-
quency bandwidth to transmit data at the same time. In an
OFDM communication system, the entire bandwidth allo-
cated to the system is divided into orthogonal tones. In par-
ticular, for a given symbol duration T available for user data
transmission, and a given bandwidth W, the number of avail-
able orthogonal tones F is given by WT. The spacing between
the orthogonal tones A is chosen to be 1/T, thereby making the
tones orthogonal. In addition to the symbol duration T which
is available for user data transmission, an additional period of
time T, can be used for transmission of a cyclic prefix. The
cyclic prefix is prepended to each symbol duration T and is
used to compensate for the dispersion introduced by the chan-
nel response and by the pulse shaping filter used at the trans-
mitter. Thus, although a total symbol duration of T+T, is
employed for transmitting an OFDM symbol, only the sym-
bol duration T is available for user data transmission and is
therefore called an OFDM symbol duration.

In prior OFDM techniques, an OFDM signal is first con-
structed by a transmitter in the frequency domain by mapping
symbols of a constellation to prescribed frequency tones. The
signal constructed in the frequency domain is then trans-
formed to the time domain by an inverse discrete Fourier
transform (IDFT) or inverse fast Fourier transform (IFFT). A
cyclic prefix having duration Tc, as discussed above, is then
prepended to the time domain signal corresponding to each
symbol duration T resulting in a signal which has the total
symbol duration T+Tc for each symbol to be transmitted. The
time domain signal including the cyclic prefixes is sampled to
obtain the digital signal samples to be transmitted.

In general, symbols of the constellation have a relatively
low peak-to-average ratio property. For example, symbols of
a QPSK constellation all have the same amplitude. However,
after being transformed by the IDFT or IFFT, the resultant
time domain signal samples are the weighted sum of all the
symbols, and therefore generally do not preserve the desir-
able low peak-to-average ratio property. In particular, the
resulting time domain signal typically has a high peak-to-
average ratio.
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Since symbols are mapped to tones in known OFDM trans-
mitters in the frequency domain, symbol recovery is also
performed in the frequency domain, e.g., with received sig-
nals corresponding to individual tones being mapped back in
the frequency domain to individual symbols.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary known OFDM receiver
100. The OFDM receiver 100 includes an antenna 102, tuner
104, A/D converter 106, cyclic prefix discarding circuit 108,
FFT circuit 110, training symbol extraction circuit 112, a
frequency domain channel estimation circuit 114, a fre-
quency domain channel equalization circuit 118 and decoder
118 coupled together as illustrated in FIG. 1.

Broadcast OFDM signals are received via antenna 102 and
then filtered by tuner 104 which outputs a signal which
includes the OFDM tones used to transmit symbols. The
continuous signal output by the tuner 104 is sampled by A/D
converter 106 to generate a digital signal which is then pro-
cessed by the cyclic prefix discarding circuit 108. Circuit 108
discards the portion T . of the received signal corresponding to
the cyclic prefix. The remaining portion of the signal corre-
sponding to the symbol duration T is supplied to the transform
circuit 110, e.g., an FFT or DCT circuit, which converts the
time domain signal representing the transmitted symbols into
the frequency domain. Training symbol extractor 112 extracts
one or more training symbols or pilot tones, i.e., symbols or
tones with known transmitted values in the frequency
domain, from the received signal. The extracted training sym-
bols/tones are supplied to the frequency domain channel esti-
mation circuit 114. The circuit 114 estimates the effect, in the
frequency domain, of the communications channel on the
transmitted signals as evidenced by the difference between
the between the received training symbol(s) or pilot tone(s)
and the expect values. Frequency domain channel equaliza-
tion circuit 116 receives channel estimation information from
circuit 114 and performs channel equalization operations on
the frequency domain signal generated by transform circuit
110 to compensate for channel distortions. After channel
equalization is performed in the frequency domain, the signal
is processed by decoder 118 which maps the frequency
domain signal into symbols and/or data.

Existing techniques for implementing OFDM communi-
cation systems can be highly inefficient in terms of power
utilization due to the relatively high peak-to-average ratio
when compared with other signaling schemes, such as single
carrier modulation schemes. As a result, existing OFDM
techniques are not well suited for a wireless multiple access
communication network with highly mobile users because
the high peak-to-average ratio of the transmitted signal
requires a large amount of power at the base station and at the
wireless device. The large power requirements result in short
battery life and more expensive power amplifiers for hand-
held wireless communication devices or terminals. Accord-
ingly, it is desirable to provide an OFDM technique which
reduces the peak-to-average ratio of the signal to be transmit-
ted, while simultaneously taking advantage of the larger com-
munication bandwidth offered by an OFDM communication
system.

SUMMARY

The present invention is directed to OFDM communica-
tions systems wherein data symbols are generated, e.g.,
modulated, and recovered in the time domain as opposed to
the frequency domain.

The transmitter of the present invention modulates data
symbols in the time domain to a prescribed set of time instants
corresponding to a symbol duration. The mapped symbols are



US 9,130,810 B2

3

smoothly connected to form the transmitted OFDM signal
such that the generated signal corresponding to a user
includes only frequency components at the tones allocated to
that particular user. The time domain OFDM signaling
method of the present invention has the advantage over the
known frequency domain OFDM signaling method in that it
can, in many cases, provide a substantially lower peak-to-
average ratio.

In various embodiments, the time-domain OFDM signal-
ing method of the present invention is used to implement a
multiple access communication (MAC) system. In the MAC
embodiment, different users are allocated different sets of
tones for use during the same OFDM symbol period. In the
multiple access system, the transmitted signals from different
transmitters, each using a set of tones allocated to a different
user, are often mixed in the communications channel prior to
arriving at an individual user’s receiver. In such a case, the
signals of other users are multiple access interference to the
signal of the individual user trying to recover the data which
was communicated on the user’s allocated tones.

In accordance with one exemplary receiver embodiment of
the present invention, in order to eliminate multiple access
interference the receiver first samples the received signal,
discards samples corresponding to transmitted cyclic pre-
fixes, and then transforms the remaining signal from the time
domain to the frequency domain, e.g., by performing an FFT
operation. After the signal has been converted into the fre-
quency domain, the signal is filtered to remove tones of other
users. This results in a signal including the tones allocated to
the user of the receiver but not other users.

After removal of the tones of other users from the signal,
the signal is converted back into the time domain to facilitate
recovery of the transmitted symbols. The transformation to
the time domain can be implemented by, e.g., performing an
Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform (IDFT) operation on the
filtered signal.

Time domain channel estimation and equalization tech-
niques are then used to reduce and/or eliminate signal distor-
tions introduced by the communications channel.

In order to facilitate channel estimation and equalization
operations, training symbols are included in the transmitted
OFDM signal by the transmitter of the present invention
along with the symbols used to convey the user’s data. The
training symbols are known by the receiver prior to their
receipt allowing the receiver to estimate the distortions intro-
duced by the channel by comparing the received training
symbol values to their known expected values.

In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, during
each OFDM symbol period, one or more training symbols are
transmitted to auser’s device along with data symbols used to
convey the user’s data. The training symbols are used as
discussed above, during time domain signal processing, to
estimate the response of the communication channel. The
resulting channel estimate is then used in a channel equaliza-
tion operation to facilitate the recovery of the transmitted data
symbols.

In one particular exemplary embodiment, users in a MAC
system of the present invention are allocated a set of tones to
be used for a time period called a dwell. The dwell corre-
sponds to a number of successive symbol transmission peri-
ods. In accordance with one such embodiment, the tones
allocated to a user during each successive symbol period of a
dwell remain the same. In that particular exemplary embodi-
ment, training symbols are transmitted during some, e.g., one,
but not all of the symbol periods in each dwell. The period or
periods in which training symbols are transmitted are called
training symbol periods. In one such embodiment, a symbol
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period at or near the center of the dwell is used for transmit-
ting training symbols while data symbols are transmitted
during the other symbol periods of each dwell. In accordance
with such embodiments where training symbols are not trans-
mitted during all the symbol periods, the channel estimates
generated from training symbols received during a training
symbol period of a dwell are used during the other symbol
periods of the same dwell for channel equalization purposes.

Additional features, elements, and embodiments of the
communications system of the present invention will be dis-
cussed in detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a known OFDM receiver.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an OFDM communications system
implemented in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a transmitter implemented in
accordance with the invention.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing symbols mapped to prescribed
time instants in the time domain according to the OFDM
transmission technique implemented by the transmitter of
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing the frequency domain response
of'the graph of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing the tones allocated to a plurality
of'users of the communications system shown in FIG. 2.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate different techniques for transmit-
ting training symbols in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates an OFDM receiver of the present inven-
tion suitable for use in the communications system of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 2 illustrates a communications system 200 imple-
mented in accordance with the present invention. The system
200 includes an OFDM transmitter 212 and an OFDM
receiver 216 coupled together by a communications channel
214. The OFDM transmitter 212 and OFDM receiver 216 are
implemented in accordance with the present invention as will
be discussed in detail below. The communications channel
214 may be, e.g., the air in a wireless communications
embodiment. The communications channel 214 may intro-
duce into the transmitted signal a wide range of distortions
including, e.g., noise, multi-path distortions, etc. In addition,
signals transmitted to/from multiple users of the OFDM sys-
tem 200 may become mixed in the communications channel
214. As a result of being sent through the communications
channel 214 the signal received by the OFDM receiver 216
may be different from the signal transmitted by the OFDM
transmitter 212. As will be discussed below, the receiver 216
performs one or more channel compensation operations, in
accordance with various features of the invention, to compen-
sate for, and/or reduce, the effect of signal distortions intro-
duced by the communications channel 214.

In the traditional OFDM transmission method discussed
above, an OFDM signal is formed by modulating symbols to
frequency tones, respectively, where the symbols represent
the user information to be transmitted and where the symbols
are selected from some signal constellation. This traditional
method of generating an OFDM signal is referred to herein as
frequency-domain OFDM signaling since signal creation is
performed primarily in the frequency domain.

In accordance with one feature of the transmitter of the
present invention, an OFDM signal is created in the time
domain as opposed to the frequency domain. Accordingly, the
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technique of the present invention is referred to as time-
domain OFDM signaling. In time domain OFDM signaling
data symbols are modulated in the time domain to a pre-
scribed set of time instants, e.g., uniformly spaced instants
within a symbol period T. The mapped symbols are then
smoothly connected to form a continuous signal, e.g., the
OFDM signal to be transmitted during all or a portion of a
symbol period T. The process is repeated for each symbol
period. The techniques of the present invention used to create
the continuous signal to be transmitted from the discrete
points mapped in the time domain during each symbol period
T are such that the generated signal will include only fre-
quency components at the OFDM signal tones designated for
communicating the symbols.

An exemplary transmitter of the present invention and
exemplary time domain OFDM signal generation technique
ofthe invention will now be discussed with reference to FIGS.
3-6. Additional techniques and circuits for generating OFDM
signals in the time domain in accordance with the invention
are discussed in detail in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/805,887 which is incorporated herein by reference.

Referring now to FIG. 3, an orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (ODFM) transmitter 210 is shown. OFDM
transmitter 210 receives a first constellation of symbols {B,}
312 and provides the symbols to a symbol-to-symbol map-
ping circuit 314, that produces a second constellation of com-
plex symbols {C,} 316. The complex symbols 316 represent
data or a stream of data to be transmitted by the OFDM
communication system, and may be chosen from a variety of
symbol constellations including, but not limited to phase shift
keying (PSK) and quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM)
symbol constellations. The symbol-to-symbol mapping per-
formed by the mapping circuit 314 is an optional step per-
formed by the OFDM transmitter 210.

Next, a time instant mapping circuit 318 maps each com-
plex symbol 316 to a prescribed time instant within a given
OFDM symbol duration. The mapping operation is per-
formed in the time domain such that the mapping circuit 318
generates a discrete signal of mapped symbols within the time
domain symbol duration. The output of the mapping circuit
318 is provided to an interpolation circuit 320, that produces
a series of digital signal samples {S,} 22. The digital signal
samples 322 are formed by sampling a continuous signal,
which is constructed by applying one or more predetermined
continuous interpolation functions to the mapped complex
symbols 319. Alternatively, the digital signal samples 322 are
formed by directly applying one or more predetermined dis-
crete interpolation functions to the mapped complex symbols
319. When using the technique of applying discrete interpo-
lation functions, no intermediate continuous signal is gener-
ated and the step of sampling the continuous signal is not
necessary. The operation of the interpolation circuit 320 is
described in greater detail below. A cyclic prefix circuit 324
receives the series of digital signal samples 322 from the
interpolation circuit 320 and prepends a cyclic prefix to the
digital signal samples 322. The cyclic prefix circuit 324 oper-
ates to copy and prepend the last portion of the digital signal
sample vector S 322 to the beginning of the OFDM symbol
duration. The resulting digital signal samples 322 with the
prepended cyclic prefix are converted to an analog signal by
a digital to analog converter 328. The resulting analog signal
is further processed by a pulse shaping filter 330, the output of
which is modulated to a carrier frequency, and amplified by a
power amplifier unit 332 for transmission through an antenna
34.

FIG. 4 graphically depicts the signal processing steps per-
formed by the various circuits of the DSP 26 in one exemplary
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6

embodiment. More specifically, FIG. 4 shows the construc-
tion of the signal to be transmitted in a given OFDM time
domain symbol duration 440. The time domain symbol dura-
tion 440 is a time interval from O to T. For purposes of the
following description, the OFDM symbol duration T does not
include the cyclic prefix. The signal to be transmitted in the
symbol duration 440 is represented by complex symbols C |,
C,, C;, ..., C,, 16 that are mapped to the prescribed time
instants, where M denotes the number of symbols to be trans-
mitted in the symbol duration 440.

In one implementation, the OFDM transmitter 210 is a
multiple access communication system where the entire
bandwidth available to the users of the system is divided into
F orthogonal frequency tones, f, f,, . . ., . In the given
symbol duration 440, a user within the multiple access com-
munication system is allocated M frequency tones f,
fiay -+ s Limy» Which is a subset of £}, 1, . . ., 1 (the total
number of frequency tones) in order to transmit a signal, e.g.,
a signal representing M symbols. The remaining frequency
tones can be used by other users of the transmitter 210 or other
transmitters which form party of a communications system.
This technique allows OFDM transmitter 210 to operate as
part of a multiple access communication system.

For a given user, the transmitter 210 first maps the complex
data symbols C,, C,, C;, ..., C, 416 t0 t, t,, t5, . . ., T,
respectively, where t;, t,, t5, . . ., t,, are M prescribed time
instants within the time domain symbol duration 440. The
mapping operation generates a discrete signal of mapped
symbols. It should be noted that the number of prescribed
time instants is equal to the number of symbols M to be
transmitted. As described above, the symbol mapping occurs
in the time domain. Continuous interpolation functions 442
are then applied to the discrete signal of mapped symbols 416
to generate a continuous function CF(t) for t in the time
interval from O to T.

The interpolation functions 442 are constructed such that
the values of the continuous function CF(t) at time instants t,,
t,, ts, . . ., ty are respectively equal to C,, C,, Cs, .. ., C,,and
the frequency response of the continuous function CF(t) con-
tains only sinusoids at the allocated tones. Therefore, CF(t) is
constructed as

M
CF(1) = Z Age’ iy
k=1

where J=V=T and coeflicients A, are given by

A JIhw A P hant 17 ol
M | = M M M
Aum ShmM A P2 ian Cy

Thus, each time domain signal coefficient A, is generated
by multiplying a matrix of predetermined sinusoids with the
single column of data symbols C,, C,, C;, .. ., C,,416.

FIG. 5 shows the frequency response of the continuous
function CF(t), which is the composite of the M interpolated
signals shown in FI1G. 4. More specifically, FIG. 5 shows that,
in accordance with the present invention, the frequency
response of the continuous function is non-zero only at the M
frequency tones 1, T;5), - - . , i,y allocated to the particular

user, and is zero at all other frequency tones.
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Preferably, the tones in the transmitted OFDM signal allo-
cated to an individual user will be equally spaced in the
frequency domain and, optionally, contiguous tones in the
overall set of tones that are used in the system 200. At the
receiver, tones corresponding to other users may be inter-
spaced with the tones allocated to a particular user due to
mixing in the communications channel 214.

Thus, in a multi-user system, the transmitted signal corre-
sponding to a single user may suffer interference from signals
(tones), corresponding to other users. In addition, in the com-
munication channel, the transmitted signal may interact with
signals from other communications systems, reflections of
the transmitted signal and noise sources. This results in dis-
tortions in the received signal. Thus, both in the frequency and
time domains a received signal will be different from the
signal which was transmitted.

Reference numeral 702 is used in FIG. 6 to refer to a
diagram illustrating the N tones transmitted by a plurality of
system users during a single exemplary OFDM symbol dura-
tion. Reference number 704 is used to identify the set of M
tones assigned to the exemplary user. The remaining N-M
tones are used by other users. In the FIG. 6 example, A is
greater than the minimum tone spacing resulting in tones f, , |
and fz, s 14—, being interspaced with the tones 704 used by
the exemplary user.

Symbols are mapped by the transmitter in the time domain
in accordance with the present invention and are similarly
recovered by the receiver 216 in the time domain. However, to
remove distortions in a user’s transmitted symbols created by
tones used by other system users, received signals are first
filtered in the frequency domain to reduce and/or eliminate
the effect of tones assigned to other users before attempting to
recover a user’s transmitted symbols in the time domain.

While filtering in the frequency domain can eliminate the
effect of other user’s tones, channel distortions remain a
problem to time domain symbol recovery. While traditional
OFDM channel compensation techniques focus on channel
compensation being performed in the frequency domain,
such conventional channel compensation techniques can
proveunsuitable for recovery of symbols which were initially
generated in the time domain and are to be recovered in the
time domain.

In accordance with one feature of the present invention, in
contrast to known OFDM systems, channel compensation is
performed in the time domain as opposed to the frequency
domain. In order to facilitate such channel compensation,
known symbol values, sometimes call training symbols, are
transmitted along with data symbols. By comparing the
expected training symbol time domain signal values to
received time domain signal values, the effect of the commu-
nications channel on the user’s transmitted signal can be
estimated and then corrected for, e.g., in a channel equaliza-
tion operation. Alternatively, the training symbols in the time
domain can be used to train the equalizator directly without
the first step of channel estimation.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate two alternative techniques for
transmitting training symbols in accordance with the present
invention. In the FIGS. 7 and 8 examples an exemplary user is
allocated a set of M tones from a plurality of N total tones. In
the examples M=5. After a preselected number of symbol
transmission periods, 3 in the FIGS. 7 and 8 examples, the
user is allocated a new set of M tones to be used for transmis-
sion purposes. The time period in which a user is allocated a
fixed set of tones is referred to as the dwell. In each of FIGS.
7 and 8 two dwell periods are illustrated (801, 803) and (901,
903).
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In the FIG. 7 example during dwell 801, the user is allo-
cated a first set of tones 802 to be used. During the second
dwell 803, the second set of tones 804 is used. During each
symbol duration T in the dwell 802 two training symbols are
transmitted and 3 data symbols. The tones corresponding to
the transmitted training symbols are shown in FIGS. 7 and 8
using dashed lines while tones corresponding to data symbols
are shown using sold lines.

The continuous transmitted signal is created in the time
domain by treating the training symbols as two of the symbols
to be transmitted and then generating a continuous signal
from the training symbols and data symbols to be transmitted
during a symbol period in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Transmission of the two training symbols in the FIG. 7
example results in the inability to use the bandwidth corre-
sponding to some, i.e., two, tones for the transmission of data
during each symbol duration of the dwell 801, 803. However,
it provides channel compensation information to the receiver
during each symbol period.

In cases where a dwell corresponds to multiple symbol
periods, efficiency in terms of communication bandwidth can
be achieved in accordance with one feature of the invention
by transmitting training symbols during a subset of the sym-
bol transmission periods which exist within a dwell. All or
only some of the tones allocated to a user may be used for
transmission of the training symbols during the symbol
period or periods of the dwell during which training symbols
are transmitted. Channel information derived from the train-
ing symbols received during one symbol period are thenused
during those symbol periods of the same dwell in which no
training symbols are received for channel compensation pur-
poses. This channel compensation technique is particularly
well suited where changes in channel conditions are likely to
be small throughout the dwell period which is the case in
many practical embodiments.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example where all the tones in one
symbol transmission period of a dwell are used to communi-
cate training symbols. The tones during the other symbol
transmission periods of each dwell are used to transmit data.
In one particular embodiment, the symbol period during
which the training symbols are transmitted is located in the
middle of the dwell. Note that in the FIG. 7 example %5 of the
bandwidth (tones) allocated to a user is used during each
dwell to communicate training symbols while in the FIG. 8
example only V5 of the bandwidth is used for the transmission
of training symbols. In implementations where dwells
include a relatively large number of symbol transmission
periods, even greater efficiency can be achieved by using the
FIG. 8 approach to transmitting training symbols as opposed
to the FIG. 7 technique.

FIG. 9 illustrates an OFDM receiver 216 implemented in
accordance with the present invention which is designed to
receive OFDM signals which were originally generated in the
time domain, e.g., using one of the techniques described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/805,887. Various ele-
ments of the receiver 216 which can be implemented using
elements which are the same as, or similar to, elements of the
known receiver 100 are identified in both FIGS. 1 and 9 using
the same names and numbers.

The receiver 216 of the present invention includes an
antenna 102, tuner 104, A/D converter 106, cyclic prefix
discarding circuit 108, transform circuit 110 and a digital
signal processor 1000.

Signals are received by antenna 102 and filtered by the
tuner 104 to reduce and/or eliminate signals outside the set of
frequencies used by the OFDM communications system 200.
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A/D converter 106 converts the analog filtered signal output
by tuner 104 to a digital signal which is then supplied to
circuit 108. Cyclic prefix discarding circuit 108 discards the
cyclic prefix portion of the received signal leaving the signal
portion corresponding to the transmitted symbols to be pro-
cessed by transform circuit 110. Transform circuit 110 con-
verters the time domain signal output by cyclic prefix discard-
ing circuit 108 into a frequency domain signal by performing
a frequency transform operation, e.g., a fast Fourier transform
(FFT) or discrete Fourier transform (DFT) operation,
thereon. Once transformed into the frequency domain, the
signal is supplied to digital signal processor 1000 which is
responsible for recovering the symbols transmitted by a user.

The DSP 1000 includes a plurality of modules and/or cir-
cuits for performing various signal processing functions. In
accordance with the present invention, the circuits and/or
modules may be implemented using dedicated hardware and/
or software which controls a processor to perform the mod-
ule’s and/or circuit’s functions.

The DSP 1000 includes a tone filter 1002, an inverse trans-
form circuit 1004, time domain channel estimation circuit
1006, time domain channel equalization circuit 1008, time
instant to symbol mapping module 1010 and a symbol to
symbol mapping module 1012. Tone filter 1002 filters out
tones corresponding to users other than the user of the
receiver 216. Thus, the filter 1002 filters out tones used by the
communication system which are not allocated to the particu-
lar user of the receiver 216. In this manner multiple access
interference is removed.

Inverse transform circuit 1004 performs a frequency to
time transform operation on the filtered signal by performing,
e.g., an IFFT or IDFT operation, thereby generating a time
domain signal. The generated time domain signal is supplied
to the time domain channel estimation circuit 1006 and the
time domain channel equalization circuit 1008.

The time domain channel estimation circuit 1006 extracts
the training symbols from the time domain signal generated
by transform circuit 1004 and performs channel estimation
operations based on the difference between the received train-
ing symbol value in the time domain and the expected training
symbol value. As discussed above, training symbols may be
transmitted during each symbol transmission period. In such
an embodiment, the channel function estimated based on the
received training symbols is applied, or extrapolated and then
applied, to the other symbols received in the same symbol
period as the training symbols upon which a particular chan-
nel estimation is based.

In the case where training symbols are transmitted during
one symbol transmission period of a dwell, time domain
channel estimation circuit 1006 estimates the channel func-
tion for each of the symbol periods in the dwell based on the
set of training symbols received during the training symbol
period of the dwell.

The time domain channel estimation circuit 1006 may use
one or more known techniques for estimating the channel
function in the time domain based on the received training
symbols. Since known techniques, based on a comparison of
the received training symbol value and the expected training
symbol value are employed, the particulars of the channel
estimation techniques will not be discussed further.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a different channel estimation is made for each point in
time of a symbol duration at which a symbol allocated to the
user of the OFDM receiver is positioned. Accordingly,
assuming the transmission of M symbols, M channel func-
tions would be estimated in such an embodiment.
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The channel function estimates generated by the time
domain channel estimation circuit 1006 are supplied to the
time domain channel equalization circuit 1008. The time
domain channel equalization circuit 1008 performs a channel
equalization operation using the channel estimate or esti-
mates received from circuit 1006. In effect, time domain
channel equalization circuit 1008 applies in the time domain
a function that is the inverse of the estimated actual channel
function. If the channel estimates are accurate, this will result
in the elimination of distortions introduced into the transmit-
ted signal by the communications channel. Assuming suc-
cessful channel equalization, the output of the channel equal-
ization circuit 1008 will be the original transmitted time
domain signal including the set of points {Si} 322 transmitted
to the receiver’s user.

Alternatively, as mentioned above, the training symbols in
the time domain can be used to train the channel equalization
circuit 1008 directly without the first step of channel estima-
tion. In one such embodiment channel estimation circuit 1006
is omitted from the receiver 216.

Time instant to symbol mapping circuit 1010 maps the
signal values {Si} 322 at the evenly spaced points in time used
to transmit the symbols in the time domain, back into the
transmitted complex symbol values {Ci} 316. Receiver cir-
cuit 1010 thereby performs the inverse of transmitter circuit
318.

The complex symbols {Ci} output by time instant to sym-
bol mapping circuit 1010 are supplied to the symbol to sym-
bol mapping circuit 1012. The symbol mapping circuit 1012
maps the transmitted symbols {Ci} corresponding to a second
constellation of symbols back to the first constellation of
symbols {Bi}. In this manner, circuit 1012 performs the
inverse of transmitter symbol to symbol mapping circuit 314.
Like the tranmitter symbol mapping circuit 314, the receiv-
er’s symbol to symbol mapping circuit 1012 is optional and is
not employed when the transmitter does not use symbol map-
ping circuit 314. The recovered complex symbols {Bi} are
output by the OFDM receiver circuit 216, e.g., for use by
subsequent circuits.

Numerous variations to the above described methods and
apparatus will be apparent in view of the above discussion.
Such variations are to be considered within the scope of the
described invention.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of processing a frequency division multi-
plexed signal representing a plurality of symbols and includ-
ing a plurality of tones, a first subset of said plurality of tones
being allocated to afirst user, the method comprising the steps
of:
performing a time domain to frequency domain transform
operation on the frequency division multiplexed signal
to generate a frequency domain signal therefrom;

filtering the frequency domain signal to remove tones in
said plurality oftones which are not included in said first
subset of tones;

performing a frequency domain to time domain transform

operation on the filtered frequency domain signal to
generate a filtered time domain signal;

performing, after performing said frequency domain to

time domain transform operation, a channel equaliza-

tion operation on the filtered time domain signal; and
recovering symbols transmitted to the first user from the

filtered time domain signal following equalization.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said frequency division
multiplexed signal is an OFDM signal.
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein recovering symbols
further includes performing a channel estimation operation,
said channel estimation operation including:

identifying a training symbol in the filtered time domain

signal; and

generating at least one channel estimation as a function of

the difference between the identified training symbol
and a known training symbol value.

4. The method of claim 1,

wherein the frequency division multiplexed signal corre-

sponds to multiple symbol periods, the portion of the
received signal corresponding to each symbol period
including at least one training symbol; and

wherein recovering symbols further includes performing a

channel estimation operation, said channel estimation

operation including, for each symbol period:

identifying a training symbol in the filtered time domain
signal; and

generating at least one channel estimation as a function
of' the difference between the identified training sym-
bol and a known training symbol value.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the frequency division
multiplexed signal corresponds to multiple dwells, each
dwell being a period of time equal to multiple symbol periods,
the first user being allocated the first subset of said plurality of
tones for use throughout one of said dwells, the method
further comprising:

performing a channel estimation operation including, for

each dwell:
identifying a training symbol in the filtered time domain
signal received during one symbol period within the
dwell; and
generating a channel estimation as a function of the
difference between the identified training symbol and
a known training symbol value.
6. The method of claim 5,
wherein performing a channel equalization operation
includes:
using a channel estimation generated from a training
symbol received during a dwell to perform a channel
equalization operation on a portion of the filtered time
domain signal corresponding to a symbol period in
said dwell which does not include said identified
training symbol.
7. The method of claim 5,
wherein all of a plurality of symbols received during one of
said symbol periods in each dwell include training sym-
bols;

wherein performing a channel estimation operation for

each dwell further includes:

generating a channel estimation for each of the training
symbols received during said one of said symbol peri-
ods.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein performing a channel
equalization operation includes:

using the channel estimations generated from each of the

received training symbols during said one of said sym-
bol periods in each dwell, to perform separate channel
equalization operations on each portion of the filtered
time domain signal corresponding to a symbol in at least
one other symbol period included in the same dwell in
which the training symbols used to generate the channel
estimations were received.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the symbol period in
which all received symbols are training symbols is located at
the center of each dwell.
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10. The method of claim 1,
wherein the frequency division multiplexed signal is an
orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal; and
wherein recovering symbols transmitted to the first user
includes:
mapping values of the filtered time domain signal at
instants in time used to transmit symbol values to
values in a set of symbol values.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein recovering symbols
transmitted to the first user further includes:

performing a symbol value to symbol value mapping

operation to map symbol values generated by mapping
values of the filtered time domain signal to values in
another set of symbol values.
12. The method of claim 10,
wherein performing a time domain to frequency domain
transform operation includes performing one of a Fast
Fourier Transform operation and a Discrete Fourier
Transform operation; and

wherein performing a frequency domain to time domain
transform operation includes performing one of an
Inverse Fast Fourier Transform operation and an Inverse
Discrete Cosine Transform operation.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

receiving the frequency division multiplexed signal from a
communications channel including frequency division
multiplexed signals corresponding to users other than
the first user.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein said step of recovering
symbols transmitted to the first user from the filtered time
domain signal is performed by performing a time domain
signal to symbol value mapping operation in the time domain.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein performing the time
domain signal to symbol value mapping operation in the time
domain includes generating multiple symbol values for a
portion of the filtered time domain signal corresponding to a
symbol transmission time period, each symbol value being
generated from a different part of the filtered time domain
signal.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the value of the
filtered time domain signal at a single instant in time is used
to generate one symbol value.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein recovering symbols
from the filtered time domain signal includes recovering a
plurality of symbol values from a portion of said filtered time
domain signal corresponding to a single OFDM symbol
transmission time period, each symbol value corresponding
to a different point in time within the single OFDM symbol
transmission time period.

18. The method of claim 17, where the different points in
time within the symbol transmission time period from which
individual symbol values are generated are uniformly spaced
in time within the single OFDM symbol transmission tune
period.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein said plurality of tones
includes another subset oftones allocated to another user, said
another user being different from said first user, said filtering
of the frequency domain signal removing tones in said
another subset of tones.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein said frequency divi-
sion multiplexed signal is an OFDM signal, said first subset of
tones and said another subset of tones corresponding to said
OFDM signal.

21. An apparatus for processing a frequency division mul-
tiplexed signal representing a plurality of symbols and includ-
ing a plurality tones, a first subset of said plurality of tones
being allocated to a first user, the apparatus comprising:
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atime to frequency domain transform module for generat-
ing a frequency domain signal from the frequency divi-
sion multiplexed signal;

atone filter for filtering, from the frequency domain signal
generated by the time to frequency domain transform
module, tones other than those included in the first sub-
set to thereby generate a filtered frequency domain sig-
nal;

a frequency to time domain transform module for perform-
ing a frequency domain to time domain transform opera-
tion on the filtered frequency domain signal to thereby
generate a time domain signal;

a channel equalizer, located after said frequency to time
domain transform module, for performing a channel
equalization operation on the time domain signal pro-
duced by the frequency to time domain transform mod-
ule; and

a time instant to symbol mapping module coupled to the
channel equalizer for mapping signal values at points in
time to symbol values.

22. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the frequency divi-

sion multiplexed signal is an OFDM signal.

23. The apparatus of claim 21, further comprising:

a channel estimation circuit coupled to said frequency to
time domain transform module and to the channel equal-
izer for generating at least one channel estimate from the
time domain signal and for supplying the channel esti-
mate to the channel equalizer.

24. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: a sym-
bol to symbol mapping module coupled to the time instant to
symbol mapping module.

25. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising:

a cyclic prefix discarding circuit coupled to the time to
frequency domain transform module for discarding por-
tions of the frequency division multiplexed signal cor-
responding to cyclic prefixes.

26. The apparatus of claim 21,

wherein the frequency division multiplexed signal is an
orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal;

wherein the time to frequency domain transform module is
a Fast Fourier Transform circuit; and

wherein the frequency to time domain transform module is
an inverse Fast Fourier Transform circuit.

27. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein said time instant to
symbol mapping module is a time domain signal processing
module which maps each one of multiple individual time
instants within an OFDM symbol time period to correspond-
ing individual symbol values according to a one to one rela-
tionship between time instants and symbol values.

28. A method of processing a received orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexed signal to generate symbol val-
ues, the method comprising:

performing a frequency domain to time domain transform
operation to generate an OFDM time domain signal;

performing, after performing said frequency domain to
time domain transform operation, a channel equaliza-
tion operation on the OFDM time domain signal in the
time domain; and

mapping values of the OFDM time domain signal, after
channel equalization at instants in time used to transmit
symbol values, to symbol values.

29. The method of claim 28, further comprising:

filleting the OFDM signal in the frequency domain to
remove undesired signal tones prior to performing said
channel equalization operation on the received OFDM
time domain signal in the time domain.
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30. The method of claim 28, wherein said mapping of
values of the OFDM time domain signal after channel equal-
ization involves performing said mapping of values in the
time domain, said mapping including mapping of a plurality
of'individual instants in time within an OFDM symbol period
to generate a corresponding plurality of symbol values, each
of the plurality of symbol values corresponding to a single
time instant.

31. An orthogonal frequency division multiplexed
(OFDM) signal receiver for receiving an OFDM signal, the
receiver comprising:

a frequency domain to time domain transform hardware
module for performing a frequency domain to time
domain transform operation to generate an OFOM time
domain signal;

a time domain channel equalization hardware module,
located after said frequency domain to time domain
transform module, for performing a channel equaliza-
tion operation on the OFDM time domain signal gener-
ated by said frequency to time domain transform opera-
tion; and

a time instant to symbol mapping hardware module for
mapping values of the time domain signal after channel
equalization at instants in time used to transmit symbol
values to symbol values.

32. The receiver of claim 31, further comprising:

a time to frequency domain signal transform circuit for
converting the received OFDM signal to the frequency
domain; and

atone filter coupled to the time to frequency domain signal
transform circuit for performing a filtering operation on
the received OFDM signal in the frequency domain.

33. The receiver of claim 31, wherein said time instant to
symbol mapping module performs said mapping in the time
domain, said mapping including mapping of a plurality of
individual instants in time within an OFDM symbol period to
generate corresponding plurality of symbol values, each of
the plurality of symbol values corresponding to a different
point in time.

34. A communications system composing:

an orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal trans-
mitter including:

a symbol to time instant mapping module for trapping a
plurality of symbols to be transmitted to uniformly
spaced points in time within a time period corre-
sponding to a symbol duration; and

an orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal
receiver including:

a frequency domain to time domain transform module
for performing a frequency domain to time domain
transform operation on a received OFDM signal to
thereby generate a time domain signal;

a time domain channel equalization module, located
after said frequency domain to time domain transform
module, for performing a channel equalization opera-
tion on the time domain signal; and

a time instant to symbol mapping module for mapping
signal values at points in time used to transmit sym-
bols to symbol values.

35. The system of claim 34, wherein the receiver further
includes:

a time domain to frequency domain transform circuit for
converting a received signal from the time domain to the
frequency domain; and

a tone filter coupled to the time domain to frequency
domain transform circuit for filtering tones, outside a set
of tones used by the receiver, from the received signal in
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the frequency domain, an output of the tone filter sup-
plying the input to the frequency domain to time domain
transform circuit.

36. The system of claim 34, wherein the received OFDM
signal includes a plurality of uniformly spaced OFDM tones.

37. The system of claim 34, wherein said time instant to
symbol mapping module maps different points in time within
asingle OFDM symbol transmission tune period to determine
individual symbol values corresponding to individual ones of
said different points in time.

38. An apparatus comprising:

a processor for processing a frequency division multi-
plexed signal representing a plurality of symbols and
including a plurality of tones, a first subset of said plu-
rality of tones being allocated to a first user, the proces-
sor being configured to:

perform a time domain to frequency domain transform
operation on the frequency division multiplexed signal
to generate a frequency domain signal therefrom;

filter the frequency domain signal to remove tones in said
plurality of tones which are not included in said first
subset of tones;

perform a frequency domain to time domain transform
operation on the filtered frequency domain signal to
generate a filtered time domain signal;

perform, after performing said frequency domain to time
domain transform operation, a channel equalization
operation on the filtered time domain signal; and

recover symbols transmitted to the first user from the fil-
tered time domain signal following equalization.

39. An apparatus for processing a frequency division mul-
tiplexed signal representing a plurality of symbols and includ-
ing a plurality tones, a first subset of said plurality of tones
being allocated to a first user, the apparatus comprising:

time to frequency domain transform means for generating
a frequency domain signal from the frequency division
multiplexed signal;

tone filter means for filtering, from the frequency domain
signal generated by the time to frequency domain trans-
form means, tones other than those included in the first
subset to thereby generate a filtered frequency domain
signal;

a frequency to time domain transform means for perform-
ing a frequency domain to time domain transform opera-
tion on the filtered frequency domain signal to thereby
generate a time domain signal;

channel equalizer means, located after said frequency to
time domain transform means, for performing a channel
equalization operation on the time domain signal pro-
duced by the frequency to time domain transform
means; and

time instant to symbol mapping means, coupled to the
channel equalizer means, for mapping signal values at
points in time to symbol values.

40. The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the frequency divi-

sion multiplexed signal is an OFDM signal.

41. The apparatus of claim 39, further comprising:

channel estimation means coupled to said frequency to
time domain transform means and to the channel equal-
izer means for generating at least one channel estimate
from the time domain signal and for supplying the chan-
nel estimate to the channel equalizer means.

42. The apparatus of claim 41, further comprising:

symbol to symbol mapping means for performing a symbol
to symbol mapping operation, said symbol to symbol
mapping means being coupled to the time instant to
symbol mapping means.
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43. An orthogonal frequency division multiplexed
(OFDM) signal receiver for receiving an OFDM signal, the
receiver comprising:

frequency domain to time domain transform means for

5 performing a frequency domain to time domain trans-
form operation to generate an OFDM time domain sig-
nal;

time domain channel equalization means, located after said
frequency domain to time domain transform means, for
performing a channel equalization operation on the
OFDM time domain signal generated by said frequency
to time domain transform means; and
time instant to symbol mapping means for mapping values
of the time domain signal after channel equalization at
instants in time used to transmit symbol values to sym-
bol values.

44. The receiver of claim 43, further comprising:

time to frequency domain signal transform means for con-
verting the received OFDM signal to the frequency
domain; and

tone filter means, coupled to the time to frequency domain
signal transform means, for performing a filtering opera-
tion on the received OFDM signal in the frequency
domain.

45. A communications system comprising:

orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal trans-
mitter means for generating and transmitting an
orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal, said
orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal trans-
mitter means including:

symbol to time instant mapping means for mapping a

plurality of symbols to be transmitted to uniformly
spaced points in time within a time period corre-
sponding to a symbol duration; and
orthogonal frequency division multiplexed signal receiver
means for receiving and processing said orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexed signal, said orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexed signal receiver means
including:

frequency domain to time domain transform means for

performing a frequency domain to time domain trans-
form operation on said received orthogonal frequency
division multiplexed signal to thereby generate a time
domain signal;

time domain channel equalization means, located alter

said frequency domain to time domain transform
means, for performing a channel equalization opera-
tion on the time domain signal; and

time instant to symbol mapping means for mapping

signal values at points in time used to transmit sym-
bols to symbol values.
46. The system of claim 45, wherein the receiver means
further includes:
time domain to frequency domain transform means for
converting a received signal from the time domain to the
frequency domain; and
tone filter means coupled to the time domain to frequency
domain transform means for filtering tones, outside a set
of tones used by the receiver means, from the received
signal in the frequency domain, an output of the tone
filter means supplying the input to the frequency domain
to time domain transform means.
47. The system of claim 45, wherein the received OFDM
signal includes a plurality of uniformly spaced OFDM tones.
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48. A computer program product, comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:

afirst set of codes for causing a computer to execute a time
domain to frequency domain transform operation on the
frequency division multiplexed signal to generate a fre-
quency domain signal therefrom;

a second set of codes for causing a computer to filter the
frequency domain signal to remove tones in said plural-
ity of tones which are not included in said first subset of
tones;

a third set of codes for causing a computer to execute a
frequency domain to time domain transform operation
on the filtered frequency domain signal to generate a
filtered time domain signal;

a fourth set of codes for causing a computer to execute,
after performing said frequency domain to time domain
transform operation, a channel equalization operation
on the filtered time domain signal; and

a fifth set of codes for causing a computer to acquire sym-
bols transmitted to the first user from the filtered time
domain signal following equalization.
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